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MAY 29, 2002 7:00 P.M

[ PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED]

MR. PAUL BEARD: Good evening. M nane is
Paul Beard, and |I'mthe Chairman of the Jefferson County
Wat erway and Navigation District. |It's a pleasure to
wel cone each one of you tonight to the scoping neeting
bei ng conducted by the Navigation District and the U S.
Arny Corps of Engineers. Hopefully after listening to
the Corps explain sonme of the conplex issues involved
and the studi es being undertaken, we will all have a
better understandi ng of what's going on here wth our
wat er way.

The study of possible navigational
| nprovenents to the Sabi ne- Neches Waterway is entering
its third year in a four-year study. There have been
several mllion dollars spent studying the possibilities
of making our waterway nore efficient. |It's our hope
that the results of these studies wll help guide us to
make our waterway nore beneficial to all of our
citizens.

I"d |ike now to introduce and turn the
neeting over to M. Lloyd Saunders, who is the Chief of
Pl anni ng, Environnental and Regulatory D vision of the
U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers.

M. Saunders.

UNITED-WOMACK REPORTING- A LEGALINK COMPANY - 713-426-0400

Page 2



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R B RBP RBR R R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

SABINE NECHESWATERWAY HEARING - MAY 29, 2002

MR, LLOYD SAUNDERS. Thank you, M. Beard.
Good evening, | adies and gentlenen. On behal f of
Col onel Waterworth, | welcone you to tonight's Public
Scopi ng Meeting for the Sabi ne- Neches Wat er way
Feasi bility Study.

For the record, let ne state that this
Publ i ¢ Scoping Meeting is being convened at 7:00 p.m,
May 29, 2002, at the John Gray Center Auditoriumin
Beaunont, Texas.

As you know, the Corps of Engineers and
Jefferson County Waterway and Navigation District are
conducting a study to determ ne the economc,
engi neering, and environnental feasibility of the
| nprovenents to the Sabi ne- Neches Waterway. W are
specifically seeking input on the follow ng itens:
| ssues related to changes in salinity and circul ation,
changes to fresh and sal twater marshes, issues
associated with water and sedinent quality, erosion
al ong the navigation channels, threatened and endangered
speci es inpacts, opportunities for the beneficial use of
dredged material, and opportunities for ecosystem
restoration.

Additionally, | would like to introduce
those that are with nme fromthe Corps of Engineers this

evening: M. Carolyn Mirphy, who is Chief of ny
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Envi ronnental Section; Ms. D ana Laird, Chief of

Pl anni ng Section; M. Lizette R chardson, Project
Manager for the study; Ms. Paula Wse, who is the
Pl anning Lead for the Feasibility Study; and Ms. Janelle
St okes, the Environnental Lead for the Sabi ne-Neches
Wat erway Feasibility Study. M. Marilyn Uhrich was out
front registering you as you cane in. She's with our
public affairs office.

| hope that all of you have had an
opportunity to read the announcenent of the public
neeting. A fact sheet is also avail able at the
entrance. | saw Paul a handi ng those out. Perhaps sone
of you have them The announcenent, mailing list, and a
list of those present wll be nmade part of the record of
this neeting. W also have a recorder who wl |
transcri be the proceedi ngs for us.

| hope everyone has conpl eted an
attendance card. If not, | ask you to do so now. |If
you will raise your hand, soneone will bring you a card.
The attendance card is used to record the participants
in this neeting and to informne of your desire to neke
an oral statenent. |If you indicated on the attendance
card that you want to nmake an oral statenent, you wl|
be given an opportunity to do so.

The purpose of the neeting is to solicit
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your views, opinions, and recommendati ons concerning the
Sabi ne- Neches Waterway Feasibility Study. The

I nformation you present will be used to identify

envi ronnental concerns, adjust the study efforts, and to
neet the National Environnental Policy Act requirenents
for preparing an Environnental |npact Statenent. Every
effort wll be nade to address the concerns and issues
identified. There will be additional opportunities for
the public to express their views in other neetings and
wor kshops in the future.

The format of the neeting: First, we'll
have M. Tom Jackson of the Jefferson County Waterway
and Navigation D strict to present an overview of the
Sabi ne- Neches Waterway. Ms. Lizette R chardson fromthe
Corps wll provide an overview of the study process.
Then Ms. Janelle Stokes fromthe Corps of Engineers wll
provi de an overvi ew of the Environnental |npact Study
and the |Interagency Coordi nati ng Team process.

Foll ow ng these presentations, | wll
accept public coments. | will first recognize el ected
federal and state officials that have requested to nake
a statenment. Then the federal and state resource
agencies wll be allowed to speak.

Finally, I will recognize each individual

that has indicated they wsh to nake a statenent.
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Everyone who has indicated a desire to comment will have
an opportunity to do so.

Is there anyone who needs to turn in a
card, that you've filled it out and haven't yet turned
it in?

(kay. Please give all the speakers the
courtesy of not making any comments during the
presentation. Al individuals have an equal right to be
hear d.

And with that, let me turn it over to
M. Tom Jackson, who will give us an overview.

MR. TOM JACKSON. Well, good evening. M

name is Tom Jackson. |I'mwth the Jefferson County
Wat erway and Navigation District. It's alittle bit
hard yet that -- we had a nane change, thanks to your

support, where we went fromthe "Jefferson County

Navi gation District" to the "Jefferson County Waterway
and Navigation District." And, again, thanks for your
support on that.

Let me bring you up-to-date on where we
are at as well as where we have been concerni ng our
channel. This is the existing channel system [|f you
wll look out into the Gulf, you'll see sone brown
spots. Those are sone placenent areas that we call open

wat er pl acenent sites.
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More inportantly, the depths and the

wi dt hs of the channels vary as we go upstream towards
the Neches River. |If you can read those, | won't go

t hrough them But we start off with an 800-foot w dth
out in the @ulf. Those sites are dredged periodically
out inthe ulf. It's usually yearly because of the
anount of material that is deposited out there.

Agai n, the history of our channel
deepening, in 1912 when the channel was just forned, it
was nore or |ess an extension of the Port Arthur Canal.
They went to 12 feet -- or 25 feet, which could handle
just about any boat afloat at that tinme all the way up
until the last tinme that the channel was inproved and
was dredged down to about 40 feet and there was about a
2-foot overdraft. So, the channel is about 42 feet with
2 feet worth of play for error. But that's where we're
at today.

The Federal involvenent started in about
1875 with the formation, building of the jetties at
Sabi ne Pass going out into the Gulf. The channel into
Beaunont started in 1912 wth a bond issue. That bond
I ssue -- and the people of Beaunont deci ded they wanted
deep water into Beaunont; so, they tied onto the
Port Arthur Canal and went north fromthere.

It's also inportant -- which a | ot of
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people don't realize -- that the channel is Federally
mai ntai ned wwth the Federal Governnent bringing in the
dredges. The responsibility of the |ocal sponsor, which
in this particular case is the Jefferson County Waterway
and Navigation District, is to provide placenent areas
as well as to pay for the levees to contain this
material. O course, offshore in the Gulf, there are no
| evees to contain that material; so, therefore, we are
not involved in that.

The berthing areas also -- and what we
nmean by "berthing areas," there are several |ocations up
and down t he Sabi ne- Neches Waterway where the big ships
will go to get out of the channel; and those are al so
Federal | y mai nt ai ned.

Primarily what we're after or what we're
| ooking at with our studies is the transportation
efficiency of our waterway. The nore efficient a
waterway is, the nore likely that waterway will be to
attract new business as well as sustain business that is
currently doi ng business on our waterways.

Sabi ne- Neches Waterway is primarily a
petrochem cal waterway due to the petrochem cal
refineries and industries up and down the waterway; but
al so we nust recogni ze the increased mlitary presence,

specifically in the Port of Beaunont. |[|f you spend sone
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tinme on the waterway, you will see a |lot of these ships

that are loaded with mlitary cargo, primarily out of
Fort Hood and Fort Pol k, noving through our waterway
Wi th escort. Also, we've got sone bulk grain that is
transported in and out as well as sone rock and so forth
through Trinity Industry.

The deepening of the waterway fromthe
@Qlf to the Port of Beaunont to inprove the
transportation efficiency, of course, is one of the big
parts of our project. Again, we're in the feasibility
phase of this just to see if it is possible. This
feasibility phase, of course, covers nmany aspects,
nodeling in different other areas that we want to | ook
at. And, of course, we wish we had the answers today;
but unfortunately, we don't. |In a couple nore years,
t hen, those answers will hopefully allow us to nmake a
decision as to where we are going to proceed after this.

This next slide will show the existing
pl acenent areas. There are 4 open water placenent
areas, which are the ones to the south; and then we have
24 upl and pl acenent areas up and down the Sabi ne- Neches
Wat er way.

Last night we were in Lake Charles giving
the presentation and the question cane up as to how nmany

pl acenent areas were in Louisiana and the answer is two
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and those are across from Sabi ne Pass. Each of the

pl acenent areas are designated a nunber. Those at

Sabi ne Pass are Placenent Area Nunmber 5, which is our
sout her nnost on-1 and pl acenent area and then the one

adj acent north to it is P.A Nunber 6 and we go all the
way up to our |ast, which would be up around the Port of
Beaunont .

This map w Il indicate the size of these
vessels. After Wrld War |1, the vessel sizes began to
I ncrease. Again, in 1962 we went to the current
40 feet; and in the neantinme, these ships -- and where
they will stop growing, | don't know But the nore
fuel, the nore cargo that you can pack aboard one ship,
the nore efficient the system operates.

W are not only | ooking at the size of
t hese ships; we're also possibly |ooking at -- the size
of ships -- possibly the nunber of ships using our
wat erway may be decreased if we could pack nore nateri al
on there. And, of course, with that goes the probl ens
associated with the erosion, if we could reduce that.

O course, one of the key issues every
time that we get involved with deepening and w deni ng
t he Sabi ne- Neches Waterway is not only for the
efficiency of the system but also we're | ooking at the

safety of the system There are nunbers of ships that
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traverse our waterway. Qur Sabine pilots do a great
job. Their record is al nost inpeccable. And, again,
we're not only |l ooking at the increased nunber of ships,
of the efficiency of it, but also to try to keep ships
noving in one direction wi thout running into each other.

Again, what we're preparing for is the
future. This deepening and wi deni ng of the waterway
hopefully will reduce our ship delays. The studies and
t he nodel s have proved that.

The pl anni ng, the authorization, and the
construction of the major navigation projects, it is a
| engt hy process, about four years. Approxinately one
year of it was in what they call a reconnai ssance stage
to look to see if it was warranted for us to go forward
and now an additional four nore years of doing sone
I nt ense studi es.

But I'll turn it over to Lizette
Ri chardson who will bring us into that area and how we
got to where we are today.

M5. LI ZETTE RI CHARDSON. Thank you, Tom

As Tom nentioned, this is the slide that
shows the civil works process of how a project is
initiated with the |l ocal sponsor. |In this case for
Sabi ne- Neches, it's the Jefferson County Waterway and
Navi gation District. W take it through feasibility
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phase, then design and construction, and then the
oper ati ons and nmi nt enance.

The Sabi ne- Neches WAt erway project was
authorized to start the reconnai ssance study in 1997 and
then we noved into the feasibility phase in March of
2000 and that's currently where we are right now.

This is the actual project tineline. W
are schedul ed to have the final Feasibility Report out
for reviewin July of 2004 and conplete the Feasibility
Study with the Environnental |npact Statenent in
Novenber of 2004. And if we have a project and it's
aut hori zed, we anticipate we'll start construction in
the fall of 2005.

The purpose of the feasibility phase is to
evaluate all alternative plans and select the one with
t he greatest econom c benefit that is consistent with
the environnent. Both go hand in hand together when we
sel ect a pl an.

The Jefferson County Waterway and
Navi gation District, as our sponsor, is cost sharing in
the project. It is a fifty-fifty cost share during the
feasibility phase. And we will also be doing the
Environnmental |npact Statenent, as | nentioned, as part
of the study.

As we evaluate the alternative plans, we

UNITED-WOMACK REPORTING- A LEGALINK COMPANY - 713-426-0400
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wi || address several engineering issues, environnental
| npacts and opportunities, and econom c benefits.

In the engi neering arena, we are studying
dept hs of 45, 48, and 50 feet and potential w denings.
To address the navigation efficiency and safety, our
Wat erways Experinent Station out of Vicksburg,

M ssi ssi ppi, sinulated the novenent of vessels up and
down the channel; and the fornmal testing was done in
Houston in the April to May tine frane.

We are | ooking at the dredged materi al
guantities to cone up with a managenent plan that wl|
address that we have enough capacity to accept the
mai nt enance dredge over the 50-year |ife of the project,
and we are also |looking at sone real estate studies to
i ncl ude approximately 70 pipelines that may have to be
r el ocat ed.

On the environnental side, the follow ng
areas of concern were raised at the May, 2000, public
neeting: Saltwater intrusion inpacts on the narshes,
tidal novenents, vessel effects, the shoreline erosion,
and beneficial usage of dredged nmaterials.

W have nodeling and study efforts
underway at various stages to address these terns, such
as the hydrodynam c and salinity nodel; and we will also

be doing an Environnental [npact Study to address sone
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of these concerns that were raised two years ago.

For economcs, we will be |ooking at the
overall project benefits to cone up with the Nati onal
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Pl an.

For Sabi ne- Neches those benefits will nost
likely be related to transportation cost benefits. W
have conducted interviews with the pilots and the
shi pping industry to determ ne those actual costs and
benefits, and anal yses on the types of vessels and the
shi pping patterns and long-termtrends were al so
conduct ed.

The feasibility process is an open
process, and we encourage participation of all
st akehol ders. W do have local, state, and federal
agency invol venent and have established an I nteragency
Coordi nation Teamthat will help us in the
deci si on- maki ng process in providing us technical
gui dance throughout the entire feasibility phase.

That concl udes ny portion of the program
and I would like to turn it over to Jan Stokes, who w ||
be briefing on the Environnental |npact Study and |.C T.
process. Thank you.

M5. JANELLE STOKES:. Thank you, Lizette.

Good evening. The Corps of Engineers and
the Jefferson County Waterway and Navigation D strict
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are conducting studies in support of the Environnental

| npact Statenent for the Sabi ne- Neches Wt er way
Feasibility Study. The boundaries for the study were
established in consultation with resource agencies from
both Texas and Loui siana. The study area includes all
areas which could potentially be affected by changes in
salinity and circulation patterns. It extends from Salt
Bayou in Texas on the west to Gum Cove Ridge in
Loui si ana on the east and inland to north of Interstate
10.

The E.1.S. will evaluate potential changes
i n: physical processes such as circulation and
sedi nent ati on; biol ogical resources and habitats; water
and sedi nent quality; hazardous, toxic, and radioactive
waste; air quality and noi se; soci oeconon c resources;
hi storic properties; and cunul ative inpacts.

Concerns have been expressed over the
proposed project's potential inpacts to salinity |levels
and circulation patterns in the Sabi ne Lake estuarine
system These are being addressed with a
hydr odynam c/salinity nodel which will reflect changes
resulting fromthe proposed i nprovenents. Resource
agenci es from Texas and Loui si ana have been involved in
setting requirenents for this nodel.

G her studies and nodels will be used to
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eval uate effects on shall ow groundwat er aquifers;
changes in the novenent of sedinent in the river
channel s and Sabi ne Lake; and changes in erosion rates
al ong the coastal shoreline at Sabine Pass, the eastern
shore of Sabi ne Lake, and the navi gati on channel s.

To assi st in nodel devel opnent, field data
on existing conditions was collected by the Corps, the
Texas Water Devel opnent Board, and Lamar University from
May to Decenber, 2001. Data were collected on
salinities, water velocities, channel cross-sections,
wat er | evels, and weat her conditions.

The E.1.S. is evaluating the effects of
project alternatives on biological resources and
critical habitats. |npacts associated with channel
| nprovenents and associ ated pl acenent areas are being
studied. Increased salinity intrusion into brackish and
freshwater marshes is being evaluated. Habitat | osses
w ||l be discussed in terns of inpacts on wildlife,
especially waterfow and shorebirds. Project inpacts to
wet |l ands will be predicted by salinity, circulation, and
sedi nent transport nodel s.

A bi ol ogi cal assessnent will be prepared
as required by the Endangered Species Act to determ ne
proj ect inpacts on Federally-listed threatened or

endanger ed speci es.
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The effects of project alternatives on
essential fish habitat will also be eval uated and
related to | osses in sports and commercial fisheries.

The E.1.S. is evaluating existing water
and sedi nent quality and changes associated with project
alternatives. The evaluation will include the prinary
past and present sources of pollution in the project
area and the results of physical and chem cal anal yses
of the water and sedinents. These studies will be used
to evaluate alternative | ocations for the placenent of
dredged materi al .

A hazardous, toxic, and radi oactive waste
assessnent is being conducted to identify areas of
concern and to determ ne potential project inpacts.

Exi sting regional air quality data wll be
assessed, and changes in shipping practices are being
studied. A Cean Air Act conformty analysis wll be
necessary because the Beaunont/Port Arthur area is
currently designated a non-attai nnent area.

Data on noise |evels currently associ at ed
with traffic and industry on the Sabi ne- Neches Wt er way
wi |l be conpiled, and projections of changes associ at ed
with project alternatives will be generated.

A soci oeconom c profile of the project

area is being prepared to provide a basis for predicting
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positive and negative social and economc effects
associated with project alternatives.

Envi ronnmental justice issues will also be
I nvestigated by identifying social groups within the
study area which may be di sproportionately inpacted by
t he proposed alternatives.

H storical and archival research are being
conducted to identify known and potential prehistoric
and historic archeological sites, historic structures,
and shi pw ecks which could be affected by project
alternatives.

Renot e- sensi ng underwat er surveys wll be
conducted in affected areas where there is a high
probability for shipwecks. Terrestrial archeol ogical
surveys will be conducted in high probability areas
whi ch may be affected by upl and pl acenent areas or other
proj ect i npacts.

The E.1.S. will identify past, present,
and reasonably foreseeable future environnental inpacts
in the project area. Changes associated with project
alternatives wll be added to the past and present
| npacts to evaluate cunul ative effects on the Sabine
Lake estuarine system

An | nteragency Coordi nation Team or

|.C.T., has been established to identify environnental
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concerns associated with the Sabi ne-Neches Feasibility
Study, to devel op scopes of work for studies needed to
address these concerns, to pronote effective teamork
anong state and federal agencies, and to contribute to
conpletion of the E.1.S. and feasibility study.

One representative fromeach interested
state and federal resource agency, the study sponsor,
and the Corps is designated as a voting nenber of the
|.C.T. other representatives of these agencies al so
partici pate as advi sory nenbers, providing techni cal
guidance to the I.C. T. W have just extended an
invitation to county and parish governnents in the
project area, specifically Jefferson and O ange Counties
and Caneron and Cal casi eu Parishes, to join the team as
advi sory nenbers. The |.C T.'s deci si on-nmaki ng process
I s based on reaching a consensus through open
di scussi on.

The 1. C. T. establishes subconmttees or
wor k groups to address technical issues and nake
recommendations to the I.C. T. Two work groups have been
established to date: The nodeling work group and the
restoration/beneficial uses work group.

The restorati on work group has j ust
finished a series of workshops where ideas for ecosystem

restoration and the beneficial uses of dredged materi al
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were submtted by user and environnental groups. The
work group and I.C. T. wll use these ideas to develop a
plan to use the dredged material beneficially, doing

t hi ngs such as restoring marshes or creating new marshes
or restoring beach shoreline.

Because this project crosses state
boundari es, representatives fromboth Texas and
Loui si ana are nenbers of the team The foll ow ng
agencies are nenbers: U S. Fish and Wldlife Service,
National Marine Fisheries Service, National Resource
Conservation Service -- and | believe we have sone
representatives fromthat agency with us tonight -- the
Envi ronnental Protection Agency, Texas CGeneral Land
O fice, Texas Natural Resource Conservation Conm ssion,
Texas Parks and WIldlife, Texas Water Devel opnent Board,
t he Loui si ana Departnment of Natural Resources, the
Loui si ana Departnent of Environnental Quality, the
Loui si ana Departnent of Wldlife and Fi sheri es,
Jefferson County Waterway and Navigation District, and
t he Gal veston Cor ps.

Envi ronnental inpacts wll be avoi ded and
mnimzed to the nmaxi num extent possi bl e when sel ecting
a recommended plan. |If unavoi dabl e habitat | osses
remain, they will be quantified; and mtigation plans

w ||l be developed by the I.CT. An I.C T. work group
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wll be forned to advise on the types, quantity, and
| ocation of mtigation neasures.

Public input is inportant in this process
to help us identify problens and solutions. The public
Is invited to attend scopi ng neetings such as this one
and provide comrents which becone part of the official
record. |If you prefer to provide witten coments,
copies of a formwth the name of the Galveston District
Commander, Col onel Waterworth, are available at the
registration table. Another public neeting will be held
next year to obtain conments on the recommended pl an.

Comrents can be presented at that neeting
or provided in witing. The draft E.1.S. wll be
circulated for witten coments during the spring of
2004. W are here tonight to listen and to |earn from
you.

M. Saunders, | would like to turn it over
to you.

MR, LLOYD SAUNDERS:. Thank you, Jan.

Before we get started, |I'd like to
recogni ze a couple of folks that are with us tonight.

Ms. LI oyd Sanderson, chairman of the Lower Neches Vall ey
Aut hority; M. Ceorge Gardner, Conm ssioner, Port of
Beaunont. Thank you, sirs.

Il wll now call on those who wi sh to nake
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a statenent. | ask that you Iimt your oral statenent
to no nore than three mnutes. To assist speakers in
keeping track of tinme, | have asked Ms. Young, who is
sitting down here, to hold up a card when you have 30
seconds left to speak and a tinme card when your tine has
expired. | ask that you stop after three m nutes have
el apsed.

When you' re called, please conme forward

and speak into the m crophone that we have placed over

on this side. If you would please identify yourself by
your full nanme, that will help us keep track of who said
what .

The purpose of this neeting is to provide
you wth the opportunity to present your views,
opi ni ons, and recommendati ons concerning the
Sabi ne- Neches Waterway Feasibility Study. |If you desire
to submt a witten statenment for inclusion in the
record but do not want to nake an oral statenent, you
may bring your statenent to this table; and we'll see
that it's nade part of the record.

First up, M. Bill Wrsham

MR, Bl LL WORSHAM Thank you,

M. Saunders.
| know many of you, and |I've worn a nunber

of hats. [I'mhere just as a citizen, as a person that
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grew up -- these waterways and the Sabi ne Lake are ny
backyard and where | grew up boating and fi shing.

| didn't have any prepared statenents, but
| just wanted to encourage you through this process to
make full use of the things that a nunber of us have
been tal ki ng about for several years now and taking the
opportunities to use the work that m ght cone about as a
part of this project to restore and reclaimthings |ike
t he Bessie Heights Marsh and use opportunities |ike that
to make dredged nmaterial disposal or placenent actually
a benefit to the project as opposed to a cost or an
environnental problemto be dealt with. And I think you
guys have made a |lot of strides in that regard in the
| ast few years, and | hope you'll consider that.

Also, | amcurrently doing work on erosion
of shorelines for this waterway; and | hope that the
envi ronnent al docunent -- even though the project itself
may or may not be able to address erosion problens, |
hope the environnental docunent will at |east explore
the inpacts, quantify them or at |east qualitatively
di scuss themin a way that the environnental docunents
that date back to the Seventies have not done. | don't
think that's been done, certainly not in this area,
possi bly in others.

And | believe that's all.
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| guess that could fall into a nunber of
categories, whether it be physical processes or
cunmul ative inpacts. | think those have clearly had an
| npact, both for Pleasure Island in Port Arthur and al so
up the Neches Ri ver Channel.

And things |ike sedinent transport,
circulation, and salinity and their effects on the
wetl ands in the Lower Neches River Valley have been
profound; and this is a huge opportunity, | think, to
take a | ook at those and do sonething positive to
reverse those inpacts, at the sane tine creating a, you
know, potentially great economi c project for the area.

That's all | have. \

MR, LLOYD SAUNDERS:. Thank you very nuch.

M. John Wittle.

MR JOHN WHI TTLE: kay. My nane is John
Wiittle, of the Golden Triangl e Audubon Society.

First, | knowit may not be strictly in
the scope of this particular neeting; but we are very
concerned that to be sure that the expenditure of this
tax noney is a wse and necessary expenditure of tax
noney.

If the project is, indeed, one of val ue,
we have concerns, very severe concerns, about the

potential to increase the salinities in the freshwater
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mar shes, particularly in the |ower part of the system
The freshwater marshes are rapidly disappearing fromthe
scene as they seem ngly disappear in the northern part
of the area and nore and nore saltwater cones in. And |
hope that the Environnental |npact Statenent wll
address the issues of salinity in the nmarshes, places

| i ke Murphee and Bessi e Heights.

There are other issues, of course, rel ated
to the increased flow fromthe Gulf. None of them seem
to us to be particularly good. W wonder what it would
do to stormsurge in a hurricane if the channel is that
much bigger. | hope that that will be addressed.

If the project does go forward, we do see
the potential beneficial uses of the dredged spoil -- |
think I'm supposed to call it "dredged material" these
days -- provided the naterial proves not to be
contamnated in the first half of the |ast century.
There was an awful |ot of industry between 1902 and 1950
wi t hout nmuch control, and we hope that that sedi nent
that may be taken up is not contam nated with heavy
nmetals and things like this and hope that this will be
careful |l y eval uat ed.

If it is suitable, then there are marsh
regeneration projects that I know the Fish and Wldlife

Service is interested in doing and the Texas Parks and
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Wldlife; and these woul d be good.

The potential for beach erosion control,
mtigation, alleviation, whatever, would perhaps be
trying to alter nature but may be worth doing. And sone
peopl e have even suggested that, follow ng the success
of the bird islands in Gal veston Bay, that you could
consi der one in Sabine Lake. Sabine Lake is nuch
smal l er, but the potential is there for providing an
I sland for nesting birds.

We thank you for the opportunity to nake
coment .

MR, LLOYD SAUNDERS:. Thank you. 1"l
assure you that everything that we've |earned on the
Houst on- Gal vest on Channel wi |l be applied here.

M. Richard Harrel.

MR. RI CHARD HARREL.: My nane is Richard
Harrel; and |'m here representing Cean Air and Wter,
Inc., which is a |ocal environnental organization.

Clean Air and Water, Inc., is opposed to
t he deepeni ng and wi dening of the ship channel. W are
al so opposed to the |Ioss of wetlands and marshl ands
which are directly related to the productivity not only
of our estuarine and Sabi ne Lake area but also to the
@l f of Mexico. This would have a detrinental effect

bi ol ogi cal |y.
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It would also very greatly alter the
frequency and also the strength of saltwater intrusion
up the system

And | don't believe that -- have you
considered howit's going to affect operating procedures
for the permanent saltwater barrier? |If the barrier
goes in, supposedly they would need | ess water to flush
out the effluents that are dunped into the system And
If they need |l ess water to do that because of the
presence of the barrier, then M. Stroder could sell the
water to Houston; and we don't want to | ose our water
that we have in this area.

So, essentially we are opposed. W know

it's going to

- if this system does go through, you're
al so going to have nuch nore frequent naintenance
dredgi ng; and the dredge spoil volune is going to
I ncrease. So, you're going to fill up all the spoi
areas very quickly; and you're going to be |ooking for
nore. That's going to decrease narsh area along the
| ake and, in turn, biological productivity of the
system

Leave it like it is. If you want to
| nprove the channel, inprove it as far as Sabine Pass is
concerned and have your |arge vessels conme that far and

t hen hook pipelines up and carry it there. Don't ness
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Wi th the channel from Sabi ne Pass on up.

MR, LLOYD SAUNDERS:. Thank you, sir.

M. Wayne Stupka. | may be m spronouncing
t hat .

MR, WAYNE STUPKA: No. That's right.

| represent the Gulf Coast Rod and Reel
and GQun Cub and basically reiterate what you' ve heard
fromthe previous three speakers.

W're really worried about the increased
salinity in our coastal nmarshes. They have al ready been
hi ghly i npacted by previous projects and | eft basically
to deteriorate to a small fraction of their productivity
originally, before the first channels were dug; and we
think this will just add to the problem

And if y'all can conme up with sone type of
recl amation out of this project, that would be great;
but reclamation has been very unsuccessful in the few
areas that |'ve |ooked at and especially with areas as
| arge as Bessie Heights and Keith Lake Marsh.

So, we hope that you woul d at | east
consider the problens that this project is going to
produce on our marshes. Thanks.

MR. LLOYD SAUNDERS:. Thank you

M. Ronald Mon.

MR. RONALD MOON: My nane is Ronni e Moon.
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| had the opportunity to | ease Spoil Area
Nunmber 11 from 1977 to 1982. W had a grant from Texas
A&M and Lamar University. W studied the possibilities
of raising shrinp within one of the inpoundnent areas.
It was very successful. W ran into sone | ocal
problens. W |ost our |ease, but | have continued to
nonitor that area for the |ast 20 years.

| have probably spent a total of 30 years
I n Containment Nunmber 11, looking at it. And all | see
happening is that it is going to be conpletely full of
dredged material within the next few years, and
deepeni ng and wi deni ng the channel woul d probably
totally destroy it. [It's the only nursery area that we
have | eft on Lake Sabine in the Port Arthur area on the
Texas side. It is the only one there.

The fish are now starting to spend nost of
their tinme on the Louisiana shoreline because there is
no mgration of shrinp and fish fromthe Texas side
anynore because of the inpoundnent areas, Nunbers 8 and
11, that were built in the Sixties.

So, overall, | do not see any benefit of
t hese dredged material contai nnment areas. You actually
t ook away thousands of acres of marshland. | understand
it was to protect the |ake fromthe dredged nateri al ;

but in doing so, | think a mstake was made. And
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filling these conpartnents up i s anot her m stake; so, |
just don't see how two wongs can nake a right. W need
to |l eave these dredged materials on Lake Sabine -- at
| east the north one -- alone so the fish and shrinp can
continue to mgrate |like they have over the last 15, 20
years.

So, ny thought on the idea is | have not
seen that nmuch ship traffic increase in the |ast 20
years. W don't want it w de enough where they can pass
each other com ng and going. W would just like to

|l eave it like it is and | eave the marshes and everything

al one.
Thank you. \
MR, LLOYD SAUNDERS:. Thank you, sir.
That's all the cards that | have from
peopl e who indicated a desire to speak. |s there anyone

el se who would |ike to speak?
[ NO RESPONSE FROM THE AUDI ENCE]

MR, LLOYD SAUNDERS:. GCkay. In conclusion
the official record will be open for 30 cal endar days.
Witten statenents received on or before June 29th,

2002, wll be included in the neeting record.

| would Iike to thank the Jefferson County

Wat erway and Navigation District for their efforts and

assistance in this neeting. | thank you for your
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attendance and the interest that you ve shown. The
Itens that you have raised will be addressed in the
st udy.
This neeting is adjourned.
[ PROCEEDI NGS CONCLUDED, 7:42 P.M]

COURT REPORTER S CERTI FI CATI ON

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGO NG I S A
CORRECT TRANSCRI PT FROM THE RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS.

MAY 30, 2002

CHRI STINA L. BICKHAM CRR, RWR
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